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Free Expression & Freshman Orientation

● 77% of UNC-Chapel Hill students say shouting down a speaker to prevent 
them from speaking on campus is acceptable at least on rare occasions.

● Depending on the topic, up to 72% of UNC-Chapel Hill students think that 
some speakers should not be allowed to speak on campus

● 45% of UNC-Chapel Hill students said that pro-Israeli groups should not be 
allowed to register as student organizations and receive student fees

● 42% of UNC-Chapel Hill students said that politically conservative student 
groups should not be allowed to register as student organizations and receive 
student fees

● Only 9% of students said it’s “extremely clear” that the UNC-Chapel Hill 
administration supports free speech on campus.

Source: 2024 College Free Speech Rankings by College Pulse/FIRE





Civics Education

A 2019 survey of college graduates revealed:
● 70% believe that Thomas Jefferson is the “father of the Constitution,”
● 39% believe that the president has constitutional authority to declare 

war
● 16% thought that the late Justice Antonin Scalia was the current 

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 
● Over half did not know the term lengths of members of Congress
● 12 percent believe that Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 

was the author of The New Deal.

Source: The American Council of Trustees and Alumni



Civics Education

Survey respondents were asked what 
percentage of Supreme Court cases in the 
past year they thought were decided by a 9-0 
or 8-1 vote – a unanimous or near-unanimous 
vote. Respondents were invited to fill in a 
number between 0 and 100.

Only a fifth of respondents (22%) offered 
answers that fell correctly in the 41%-60% 
range.



Academic Transparency



Thank you
Questions? Feel free to reach out:

Jenna A. Robinson
919-828-1400
jarobinson@jamesgmartin.center
http://www.jamesgmartin.center
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