
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Charles (Chuck) G. Duckett, Chair 

Jefferson W. Brown, Vice Chair 
Kelly Matthews Hopkins 
William (Bill) A. Keyes IV 

Hari H. Nath 
Elizabeth M. Adkins 

 
Administrative Liaison: 

Bob Blouin, Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

UNIVERSITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2017, 2:10PM 

ALUMNI HALL II, 

 GEORGE WATTS HILL ALUMNI CENTER 

OPEN SESSION 
 

FOR ACTION 
 
1. Political Activities Petition 

  Mark Merritt, Vice Chancellor and General Counsel 
 

(Attachment A) 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
(No formal action is requested at this time) 
 
1. Provost Update 

  Bob Blouin, Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost 
 

 

2. Graduate and Professional Student Federation Update 
  Madelyn Percy, President 
 

 

3. Task Force on UNC Chapel Hill History 
  Jim Leloudis, Associate Dean for Honors Carolina, Director of the James M.  
    Johnston Center for Undergraduate Excellence, and Professor of History 
 

 

   
   

 
Some of the business to be conducted is authorized by the N.C. Open Meetings Law to be 

conducted in closed session. 
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

 

TO:  Members of the Board of Trustees 

  The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

 

FROM: Mark W. Merritt 

 

DATE: August 31, 2017 

 

RE:  Richard Watkins’ Intention to Seek Election to the United States Congress 

 

 

I am writing on behalf of Richard Watkins, Program Coordinator, Chancellor’s Science Scholars.  

Mr. Watkins intends to seek election to the United States Congress and, if elected, to serve as a 

Congressman.   

 

Board of Governors Policy 300.5.1, entitled “Political Activities of Employees,” establishes 

requirements for University employees who wish to campaign for public office.  In general, the 

policy requires that, before an employee announces his or her candidacy for a public office that 

is full-time, Board of Trustees’ approval is required.   

 

In order to maintain employment while campaigning, the employee is required to establish that 

his candidacy will not, in fact, hinder his service to the University.  If the employee can 

demonstrate this fact to the satisfaction of the University, the employee will not be required to 

resign or to secure a leave of absence during the campaign.  The employee is directed to make 

this showing in a petition submitted to the Board of Trustees for its consideration and resolution.  

The Board of Trustees’ decision will then be forwarded to the Board of Governors for its 

information. 

 

In order to aid your determination regarding whether Mr. Watkins’ candidacy for U.S. Congress 

would interfere with the responsibilities of his University employment, please find an attached 

petition packet from Mr. Watkins including: 

 

(i) Detailed information from Mr. Watkins outlining his employment commitments 

and how he intends to balance those obligations with his candidacy; and 

(ii) A letter from Mr. Watkins’ supervisor, Thomas Freeman, Executive Director of 

the Chancellor’s Science Scholars Program, supporting Mr. Watkins’ intention to 

seek election to the Chapel Hill Town Council and, if elected, to serve as a 

Council Member. 

 

I propose that Mr. Watkins be permitted to run for election to the U.S. Congress without being 

required to obtain a leave of absence or to resign his University employment.  
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University Affairs Committee, 
UNC-CH Board of Trustees
Update from the Chancellor’s Task 
Force on UNC-Chapel Hill History
09.27.2017
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History Task Force Who We Are

The History Task Force, appointed in September 2015, is comprised of 

university leaders and scholars with expertise in North Carolina history.

Jim Leloudis

Professor of History

Peter T. Grauer Associate Dean for Honors Carolina

Amy Locklear Hertel

Director of the American Indian Center

Clinical Assistant Professor of Social Work

Winston Crisp

Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs
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Unsung Founders Renovation & Repair Status Report

Working with Facilities Services and Durham firm Surface 678 on

renovation of the site and repair of the memorial to make it a more 

contemplative & reverential space.

Project Manager: Jill Coleman, Landscape Architect

Timeline:

 Mid-October Concept plan for History Task Force review

 Mid-Oct.–Mid-Nov. Internal reviews of concept plan

 Nov. 2017 Public forums & BOT informational presentation

 Nov. 2017 Concept and cost estimates complete

 April 1, 2018 Renovation & repair start (1 month)

 May 1, 2018 Project complete
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McCorkle Place Interpretation Phase 1

In the first phase of this work, we are developing language for signs 
and online content to give people a better understanding of the space.

• Introduce people to McCorkle Place as a gateway to the university 

and a site of memory

• Share the stories of the Native peoples who lived in this part of 

North Carolina before European colonization

• Document the history of the Confederate Monument and the time in 

which it was erected

• Share the stories of slaves who labored here and introduce the 

Unsung Founders Memorial that honors them
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McCorkle Place Interpretation Stories

A thematic and chronological approach to curating the history of the 

university with McCorkle Place.    

Here are a few examples to share:

Early University
McCorkle (the person), Davie, and the Enlightenment ideas that shaped 
the young republic and the university.

Birth of the Research University
Reorganization of the curriculum in 1875, Person Hall (1st Chemistry labs), 
Morehead Building, Hill Hall (1st University library), and Howell Hall.

Student Life
Early dormitories and boarding houses, curriculum & instruction, Dialectic and 
Philanthropic Societies, the arrival of women. 

Service to North Carolina
Leadership in promoting public education (Peabody Hall), Graham Memorial and 
its namesake, Edward Kidder Graham. 
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